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SCENE 1 - | NT - ENTRANCE OF SANJAY' S OFFI CE

The lift reaches the 6th floor. The doors open. Sanjay
Menon, in a crisp blue shirt with a tie and bl ack trousers
alongwith his nother, Ms. Menon, in a sinple saree, step
out. They are in the | obby of Sanjay’s office, "lIntegrated
Technol ogi es and Sol utions"” ,a big and successful corporate
firm

Sanjay’s nom | ooks at the huge and stylish entrance of her
son’s office. She is a sinple but elegant woman and is

i npressed by what she sees. Sanjay, haughty and proud, hol ds
his Monmis hand, urging her forward.

SANJAY
Come Maa

They wal k to the door.

SCENE 2 - |INT - |INSIDE SANJAY' S OFFI CE

They enter the office and there is a huge poster in the
recepti on.

"BRI NG YOUR- FAM LY- TO- WORK DAY. JUST FEEL AT HOVE"

Sanjay stops for a while in the reception allow ng his Mm
to view his inpressive office. He wants to show off. Ms.
Menon slowWy | ooks around and is inpressed. She | ooks at her
son and nods proudly. They wal k towards his work cabin.

SCENE 3 - INT - I NSIDE SANJAY' S CABI N

They enter Sanjay’s cabin. There is a plaque on Sanjay’s
desk that reads, "Sanjay Menon, Vice-President".

MOM
(Looks at the plaque, reads softly
and proudly)...Sanjay Menon,
Vi ce-President. ...

Sanj ay adds a rejoinder
SANJAY

(Haughtily and assertively)....the
youngest in the history of the

conpany. . .

Mom smiles as Sanjay adjusts his tie.
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He holds his nother’s hand and gui des her to his big black

| eat her executive "chair-of-power” behind his desk. He
gently makes his Momsit on the executive chair and she does
So nervously.

SANJAY
How does it feel Mon?

MOM
Vell...(smles nervously, running
her fingers over the edge of the
desk, admiring the shine), | don’t
know what to say Sanjay. | am so

happy for you.

Sanjay’s secretary Anita, a young and snart executive,
enters the cabin.

ANl TA
Hell o Sanjay.... (sees Ms. Menon
and smles) and... this is Ms.

Menon?
M's. Menon gets up fromthe chair.

SANJAY
(Nonchal antly, as if Anita is not
very inportant) Maa, this is Anita,
ny secretary.

ANI TA
(Smles sincerely) Hello Ms.
Menon. Pl easure to have you with us
t oday.

MOM
(Smling) Hello Anita.

Anita | ooks at Sanjay and addresses him

ANI TA
Are you gonna give her sone work?
Maybe swap your position for a day?
(1 aughs nervously)

SANJAY
(Smrks)No... | guess, | could et
her take over your position

ANI TA

What! (Nervously smiling as if it
is a joke) are you firing nme?
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Sanj ay does not reply imedi ately. He starts unw appi ng the
power cord of his laptop that he has taken out of his bag.
Wi | e unwr apping the cord, he stares at Anita, without a
trace of enotion on his face, giving an inpression that he
is in fact very seriously contenplating the prospect of
firing her. The slow and steady unw appi ng of the cord and
the silence in the roomturns a little uneasy. Anita | ooks
at Sanjay nervously and so does Ms. Menon, dreading his
next nove. Suddenly, Sanjay breaks into a laughter, as if he
t horoughly enjoyed the short opportunity at sadistic

pl easur e.

SANJAY
Naa....just for a couple of hours.
Let her take care of the emils.
You can show her how to.

ANl TA
(Rel axes visibly and addresses Ms.
Menon) Sure. Ms. Menon, are you
confortable with the conputer?
nmean, Internet, email...

SANJAY
(Cutting Anita off, as if he does
not have tinme for all this)
Yeah. . yeah. . she knows her nouse
from her keyboard.

ANI TA
(Alittle taken aback and
enbarrassed by Sanjay suddenly
cutting her off) Sure...Please cone
M's. Menon.

SANJAY
(Alittle arrogantly, as if
asserting his authority to
denonstrate the power of his
position to his Mom Well, doesn’t
mean that you can escape. | want
all the sales reports for the
western region on ny desk within an
hour. Right?

Mom | ooks at Anita, feeling sorry for Anita and then shifts
her gaze, enbarrassed that Sanjay is being arrogant to a
nice girl in her presence. She tries to smle, but it cones
out weakly.

ANl TA
Yup! Got that.



Anita guides Ms. Menon out of the cabin and Sanjay starts
to work on his computer

SCENE 4 - INT - ANITA'S WORK DESK

Anita guides Ms. Menon to a chair with a | aptop conputer on
the desk in front of it. Anita logs in and opens the emi
screen.

ANI TA
Well, there you are. Just watch out
for new emails as they cone in.
Read them and feel free to ask ne
if you need hel p.

MOM
(Alittle nervous)Sure

ANI TA
G ve ne a nonent (She wal ks away
fromthe table)

Anita returns in a short while with a cup of coffee and sone
bi scuits on a plate and places it in front of Ms. Menon.

MOM
Thank you. (She |ooks very pl eased
with the kindness Anita is
showi ng). Thank you very mnuch.

ANI TA

(Smling) No problem You |ook a
l[ittle nervous...

MOM
Yes, big office and all. | was a

school teacher you know? 30 years.
Now, it’s been 5 years since |

retired.

ANI TA
(Smles sincerely) Just rel ax.
(Pauses) Well, | have to run and

get sone files from anot her
departnent for Sanjay. WIIl you be
alright?

MOM

Absol utely. You run right along.
Don't get himall upset.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

ANI TA
(Smles and rolls her eyes as if
she is used to Sanjay’s
arrogance)Don’t worry about that.

Some tine passes. Ms. Menon is intently watching the
conputer screen and an enmail conmes in. She eagerly reads it
and then | ooks around for Anita. She is nowhere to be seen.
She hurriedly gets up and wal ks to Sanjay’ cabin.

SCENE 3 - INT - INSIDE SANJAY' S CABI N ( RETURN)

MOM
Sanjay. There is an email froma
certain Ms. Thomas. She seens a
little upset with some product
desi gn | SSUE

SANJAY
(Casually, as if dismssing the
i ssue outright) Don’t worry Maa.

MOM
(Earnestly)Well .... she seens
real ly upset. May be you nust do
somet hi ng about it.

SANJAY
Maa, people always send enunils
about issues. Just tell Anita to
reply, asking Ms. Thomas to send
an emai |l about the ISSUE to ....to
(trying to recall)..ah yes, Syed in
t he design team

Mom does not | ook convinced. She slowy wal ks back to her
seat .

SCENE 4 - INT - ANITA'S WORK DESK ( RETURN)

After sone tine, the next email conmes and Anita is again,
nowhere to be seen. She goes back to Sanjay.

SCENE 3 - INT - INSIDE SANJAY' S CABI N ( RETURN)

MOM
Well, there is an email from M.
Mohan. He is upset that he has not
received his paynent. He says this
| SSUE has been pending for sone
tinme.
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SANJAY
(Alittle disturbed at the
interruption, does not even bot her
to ook up fromhis conputer) Wl
ask him to send an email about the
| SSUE to finance.

SCENE 4 - INT - ANITA'S WORK DESK ( RETURN)

Mom again does not | ook too pleased. She wal ks back to the
desk. Another enmil cones. She goes back to Sanjay again.

MOM
It’s Ms. Rupa Nair. She wants to
know when she can expect the
delivery of the prototype. She says
that she is not happy with the

del ay.

SANJAY
VWl l, ask her to send an enni
about the | SSUE
to....(thinks)....well, the

delivery team of course (smles as
if he has solved a big problem

Mom does not say anything and she trudges back.

SCENE 4 - INT - ANITA'S WORK DESK ( RETURN)

She is back at her seat and the phone rings. W hear

sni ppets of a conversation. "Well...Anita is not here,
(pause)...well yes...(pause),.... | understand....sure,
(pause).... | wll tell him...(pause) well, I amhis

Mom . . before she can conpl ete saying the | ast sentence, the
phone cuts. She keeps the phone down, thinks for a while,
and goes back to Sanjay.

SCENE 3 - INT - INSIDE SANJAY' S CABI N ( RETURN)

MOM
Aah...(a little nervous, clears her
throat), there was a ..M. Rashid
on the phone. He sounded angry
about sone errors in a product.. ..

SANJAY
(Exasperated)....Wll, ask himto
send an enmail about the ISSUE. ..to,
: whonsoever (giving up and
continues to type on his systen).
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Mom does not go back. She stays her position. She slowy but
del i berately folds her hands across her chest and stands
there staring at Sanjay as if confronting him Her eyes
sharpen and focus. She is now ANGRY

Sanjay initially does not notice that his Mom has not |eft
the room Then he notices her.

SANJAY
Maa? ...(noticing the change in
her, forehead slightly winkling in
guestion) What happened?

MOM
(Looking sharply..)Sanjay, | don't
know i f you recall....when you were

5, sone bullies in kindergarten
t hrashed you? You al nost peed your
pants and cane hone crying.

SANJAY
(Does not reply..his eyes just
flicker at the invocation of an old
and hum liating nenory )

MOM
...(continues...)Wll, | did not
just listen to the I SSUE, Son! I
phoned the bullies’ parents and
told themto tell their kids to
keep their hands off ny son.
sol ved the | SSUE (enphasi zes). They
never touched you again.

SANJAY
(Nervous, his haughtiness starts
crunbling, he tries to sit up
straight) Ma....

MOM
(Cuts of f Sanjay
ruthl essly)...Renenber, in college,
you had a crush on Rose and want ed
to ask her out for a date, but did
not have the BALLS to ask? |
under st ood what the | SSUE was and
told you how gentl enen ask a girl
out, |ike how your Dad did when he
asked nme out. You tried and it
wor ked. Again, | solved the | SSUE.
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SANJAY
(Has a stupid, enbarrassed and
slightly shocked | ook on his
face)..

MOM
O course it’s another matter that
you di tched her when you got your
first big IT job....you said
sonething |ike...."She was not
anbi ti ous enough and that you
wanted to nake a (PAUSES) what was

t hat ??? (sarcastically....)
PARADI GM SHI FT in the way you view
relationships". Rght? .... But,

nice girl she was.

SANJAY
Maa. . . why now?

MOM
(Continues, as if she is not
bot hered about what Sanjay has to
say...) And,... renmenber? A couple
of nonths back, you called ne and
you sounded all upset. You said
that you were overl ooked for a
pronotion. You were al nost crying
...like a kid who had his lollipop
t aken away. ...

SANJAY
Maa. .. (looks as if he is under a
hail of gunfire and wants to run
for cover)....

MOM
Yes...Internal politics ... that’s
what you said.... right? Well, that
was an | SSUE that | could do
not hi ng about, but | |istened, and

| listened for an hour and nore.
And, when you got your
lollipop...sorry...(PAUSES), I
mean, pronotion a few weeks back, |
was so happy and proud.

SANJAY

(Just stares at his Mom
MOM

But....Look at what you are

doi ng? (PAUSES to enphasize) |
( MORE)
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MOM (cont’ d)
t hought you did a noble job,
(PAUSES to enphasi ze) | thought you
listened to people and (PAUSES to
enphasi ze) | thought you sol ved
t heir probl ens.

SANJAY
(Does not what to say)

MOM
...l was so happy and proud in ny
m nd thinking that people |oved and
trusted you.....

SANJAY
(Bows his head in shane)

MOM
.1 was wong (she shakes her head
i n sadness and resignation).....

Ms. Menon is about to | eave the room but she sees the
pl ague on Sanjay’s desk one nore tine.

MOM
(She reads the words | oud and a bit
sarcastically) Sanjay Menon,
Vi ce-President. Seriously Son?
(PAUSES to enphasize) Is this what
bi g corporate nanagers get paid
for? ... Sending enmails about
i ssues ...eh? (PAUSES to enphasize)
So, when do you guys work?

She is about to turn and wal k away. She stops, turns half
around and | ooks hard at Sanj ay.

MOM
(Assertively)Send ne an enai|l when
you grow up Son

She turns and wal ks away. Sanjay just stares at her and
slowly bows his head down in shane.

The foll ow ng text appears on screen -

"I ssues? Don't worry, just send ne an email"”



